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Dear All ESCOs
Further to discussions at recent ESCO Forums and child protection training sessions organised for us by Barbara Piddington, this communication is being sent in order to clarify the issues around the safeguarding of signposting. 

All the information provided has been compiled after consultation with Tony Havlin and Jeanette Buckman, HCC Legal Department, Steve Poynton, Barbara Piddington, and Lionel Paris.  

This should enable you to develop safe working practice guidelines for safeguarding signposting to activities run by third party providers.

At present, for providers of activities taking place on a school site, the minimum safeguarding requirements are:

· Original CRB documents (for current employer and less than 3 years old) to be seen and the numbers recorded;

· Appropriate Public Liability Insurance  – original document to be seen and details recorded; based on the guidance below 
· Appropriate qualification certificates seen and details recorded;
· The provider’s child protection and health and safety policies to be seen and approved (and a note made of this). 

The same level of safeguarding should be applied to signposting – see the attached framework based on the Outdoor Education, PE and Sport Service guidance.

As all of the information supplied by the providers could change at any time, parents should be regularly informed of their responsibility to check the quality and suitability of activities.

The rule of thumb should always be, if there are any doubts regarding an activity or provider, do not signpost to them.

NB. Once the new ISA regulations come fully into force all people engaged in regular or sustained activity with children will have to be registered with ISA - which will alter the current CRB check system.  It will be possible then, however, to be able to check their status on line, using their registration pin number.
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